The Commission on the General Conference recently
announced the postponed 2020 General Conference
will be held August 29—September 7, 2021, at the

Minneapolis convention Center in Minnesota.

race Noites

May you find strength in
the Lord Your God.

The Council of Boshops have approved that Bishop
Bruce R. Ough, who was scheduled to retire at the end
of August, will continued to serve the Dakota-
Minnesota Area through the remainder of 2020.

Dale Osborn dropped off a bunch of toys
and books, as well as Christmas and other
miscellaneous items. It will be nice that
there will be fresh toys for the kids to play T h

with in the nursery and books for the Sunday dn k Yo
School kids once we are able to start up these for your Kmdness
programs again.
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Also thanks to Marilyn Oliphant for ordering and purchasing a special cart that is designed :
to aide in moving the electronic piano. Gerry Danek was kind enough to take the time to l
assemble the cart. :
Kudos to Marilyn for the pretty flowers in the outside flower boxes by the main doors. As :
usual, it looks very nice. As do the other flower box out front and the flower bed along- :
side the driveway that Brenda Bly arranged and tends to. Here’s some pictures so you can l
enjoy the fruits of their labors. |
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Making Disciples of Jesus Christ

Grace United Methodist Church




One song can change a moment.

One idea can change the world.
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But one prayer can change the impossible.
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At the last drive-up service in June we got the oppor-
tunity to honk our horns, wave and say farewell to
Ron and Gloria Engelken. They have been members
since the early 1990°s. They are moving back to
Iowa to live out the rest of their retirement years.
OXOX0) They will be missed and we wish them good luck.

Say Goodbye to

After surveying our potential Vacation Bible school fami-
lies, we decided there was not enough interest for an online
VBS version so we will regroup in 2021.

If families are interested in an “At Home” kit, Illustrated
Ministry has an option for personal family use of its Com-
passion Camp, which can be found online. The purchase
price is $25. If you need assistance, please contact Pastor
Rory at the contact information below.
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Pastor’s @%Post

Would you like to do something that Jesus did? Pray what Jesus prayed, and study what
Jesus studied? You can do that this summer!

Jesus was steeped in the life of the Psalms. He quoted them often. This summer we are
spending time with what has been called the “prayer book of the Bible.” We are in a ser-
mon series ‘“Psalms for Emotional Times.”

In our Bible they make up 150 chapters and cover all the human emotions from joy and
wonder, to despair and anger. Because they allow such honesty they are a guide to our
spiritual health as a voice for the prayers of the human experience.

I hope that you are discovering recurring themes of God’s steadfast love, concern for the
poor and oppressed, feelings of praise and times of soul searching and silence. The
psalms would not isolate us from our current cries for justice, healing and guidance.

For several Sundays we will also turn our attention on the most familiar of them; Psalm
23, “The Lord is my shepherd.”

Today we also echo the Psalmist themes of waiting and asking “How long, O Lord?”
Like many other aspects of our lives in schools and business; as a pastor, I don’t know
how to plan for September as we live with the fluctuating pandemic trends! To add fur-
ther uncertainty, we have not been given any construction schedules for our recently sold
property and how it might impact us. The pandemic safety protocols have brought out
our creativity and adaptations not only with the pre-recorded YouTube services, but now
we have a 9:00 a.m. drive-in worship service. We have FM radio coverage for the park-
ing lot. Thanks to everyone for your support and patience!

Finally, in this summer known for “I can’t breathe,” and wearing masks to protect us
from breathing a virus on each other, I am also praying and pondering the coincidence in
the last verse of the very last psalm. Psalm 150: 6 says “Let everything that breathes
praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!”

That may not be the psalm that I will emotionally “feel” everyday, but I see its vision
for all of us to be filled with the God given breath of
joy and praise!
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Let us all breathe together in that hope!

Grace and peace,
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Pastor Rory



